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January 18, 2019

Keith Marquardt
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
625 E County Road Y, Suite 700
Oshkosh, WI 54901

VIA EMAIL

RE: Comments of the Municipal Environmental Group - Wastewater Division on the
Upper Fox and Wolf River TMDL Report

Dear Mr. Marquardt:

We are submitting these comments on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources' (DNR)
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Report for Total Phosphorus in the Upper Fox and Wolf
River Basin on behalf of the Municipal Environmental Group-Wastewater Division (MEG).
MEG is an organization of approximately 100 municipalities statewide who own and operate
wastewater treatment plants. MEG has a long history of supporting efforts to remove
phosphorus from our state's waters. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to submit comments
on the TMDL report.

1. Nonpoint Source Pollution

Wisconsin was a leader in establishing technology-based effluent limits on phosphorus back in
1992 at 1.0 mg/L. As a result, Wisconsin municipal treatment plants have already removed
approximately 90% of the phosphorus in their discharges. It is thus not surprising that most of
the phosphorus impairments in Wisconsin's waters do not come from municipal treatment
plants, but from nonpoint sources.

The TMDL seeks to impose extremely restrictive limits on point source dischargers, despite the
fact that baseline phosphorus loadings in the Upper Fox and Wolf River TMDL area are
dominated by nonpoint sources. Because point sources have already removed a substantial
amount of phosphorus from their discharges, reducing phosphorus discharges from point
sources to the level proposed in the TMDL will not result in meaningful water quality

L:\DOCS\022767\000002\CORR\31X9I26-DOCX

0118191251

Madison Office

222 West Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 1784

Madison, Wisconsin

53701-1784

608.256.0226

888.655.4752

Fax 608.2592600

www.staffordlaw.com

Milwaukee Office

1200 North Ma^fair Road
Suite 430

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

53226-3282

414.982.2850

888.655.4752

Fax 414.982.2889

\vww.staffordlaw.com








