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2023 YEAR-IN-REVIEW


MEG had another busy year on the regulatory and legislative fronts in 2023. We continued our work on PFAS issues, including working with DNR regarding implementation of new PFAS surface water rules in WPDES permits and strategies on biosolids management, as well as updates to the antidegradation rule. We also had a very busy year on the legislative front. Along with MEG members, we testified at the Legislature on bills regarding using clean water fund monies to address infiltration and inflow in private laterals, the establishment of a deicing program, and funding for PFAS work through a municipal grant program. Those legislative efforts will continue into 2024. 
We also continued to be active in member services in 2023. Throughout the year, we provided permit review services to a number of MEG member communities, particularly with respect to implementation of the new PFAS surface water rule, biosolids monitoring, phosphorus compliance options, ammonia limits, and variances. We have also continued to update our website with any new information we have found pertinent to wastewater issues.  

As always, your membership and involvement in MEG has helped us to continue to play a significant role in developing Wisconsin wastewater policy.  This memo is a summary of some of the most significant issues in which we were involved in 2023.
SERVING MEMBERS
1. Steering Committee Participation.
We continued to see consistently good participation at our MEG Steering Committee meetings in 2023 from our more than 100 member communities across the state. We greatly appreciate the feedback over this past year from our members on our hybrid virtual meeting format, which has enabled our continued meeting success. 
2. Newsletters and Website information
We also continued to provide members with monthly updates on current issues in wastewater law and policy through our Informational Bulletins and Regulatory Updates.  In 2023, we continued to add to the website that we expanded in 2019: www.MEGWastewater.org.  Pages now include updates on PFAS, our comments on proposed DNR Rule Packages and guidance documents, and factsheets to assist members with issues, including our I&I white paper. 
3. Permit Reviews
We also provided more personalized service to individual communities through our member services including permit review.  When communities receive a draft WPDES permit, we provided a free review to see if the proposed permit changes are consistent with other permits and comply with applicable code requirements. This has been particularly important now that the new PFAS surface water rules are in effect and DNR is implementing biosolids monitoring for PFAS in permits. The knowledge that we gain from these reviews and issues help us to know what issues to address with the DNR and the Legislature.  We hope it provides a valuable service to our members as well.

SHAPING PUBLIC POLICY

1.
MEG continued to play a pivotal role in shaping PFAS policy.
Polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is a group of chemicals that emerged at as contaminant of concern in 2019 and continued to be a focal point of our work through 2023 at both the regulatory and legislative level.
A.
MEG Helped to Secure Funding for PFAS Work in the Budget.
One of the highlights of MEG’s work in 2023 was our efforts to secure funding for PFAS work in the state budget. We provided both oral and written testimony to the legislature during the budget process alongside other stakeholders. In part due to our efforts, the state budget signed on July 5, 2023 includes $125 million in funding for PFAS initiatives statewide. 
B.
MEG Continued To Participate In PFAS Regulatory Developments.

MEG continued to be active on the PFAS regulatory front. We participated in stakeholder group meetings regarding DNR’s proposed groundwater rules for PFAS compounds and submitted comments on the draft EIA for those rules. Our comments helped to ensure accurate representation of the costs the proposed groundwater standards would likely impose on municipal wastewater treatment plants. In addition to our work on the groundwater rule, we have continued to engage in discussions with DNR regarding biosolids management policy to ensure that land application of non-industrially impacted biosolids can continue across the state.   
MEG also continued to sit on numerous PFAS advisory committees through 2023, including DNR’s Technical and External Advisory Committees, as well as subgroups on wastewater and waste. We have also been participating in a subgroup on possible use of the Green Tier program for PFAS. On the national level, we have also participated on behalf of MEG in a national PFAS receivers group, which has helped us to keep abreast of PFAS initiatives in other states and at the federal level.  
2.
MEG Lobbied for Use of CWF Monies for I&I in Private Laterals.
In 2023, MEG was integral in the development of a bill that would add statutory language providing for use of clean water fund monies to address infiltration and inflow in private laterals. We presented testimony in support of this bill on numerous occasions alongside a number of MEG members. That testimony provided critical support to secure passage of this bill through the Senate. While we are still awaiting final action on this bill in the Assembly, we are hopeful that our efforts will help get it across the finish line.
3.
MEG Helped Guide New Antidegradation Policy Discussions.

MEG also continued to actively participate in discussions regarding revisions to DNR’s antidegradation policy in 2023. MEG advocated for a number of revisions to the draft rules that would have imposed more significant antidegradation burdens on municipal wastewater treatment plants and was successful at working with DNR to address those concerns. Among other things we got the DNR to revise the definition of “increased discharge” so that increased mass loadings (from regionalization or growth) would not trigger an anti-deg analysis unless the mass exceeded the permitted design capacity.
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